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Interventions in Critical Knowledge Production in South Africa

Colloquium on ‘Decoloniality After Decolonization: The question of
knowledge and higher education in Southern Africa and the Global South’.

Date: 13 August 2018 from 9:00-17:00
Place: Stellenbosch Institute for Advanced Studies (STIAS), Wallenberg Centre, 10 Marais Street,
Stellenbosch, 7600.

We would like to invite you to a day-long colloquium with the leading decoloniality scholars and
STIAS fellows: Walter Mignolo (Director of the Center for Global Studies and the Humanities at Duke
University), Catherine Walsh (Professor Universidad Antina, Simon Bolivar, Quito, Ecuador); Roberto
Dainotto Professor of Romance Studies at Duke University; and Leo Ching, Associate Professor of
Asian & African Languages & Literature at the Centre for African Studies, Duke University. The event
will be co-hosted by STIAS and the Mellon Foundation-funded project Indexing Transformation:
Interventions in Critical Knowledge Production in South Africa, Department of Sociology & Social
Anthropology, Stellenbosch University.

In addition to the four STIAS fellows, we have invited a small group of scholars, activists and
practitioners who are also familiar with the South African decolonization debates that have been
taking place on various campuses in the past few years. The aim of the workshop will be to bring
these South Africa discussions into conversation with the decoloniality debates taking place in other
parts of the world, particularly in the global South. The focus of the colloquium is on the relevance
for South and Southern African debates of the argument that while ‘decolonization may have ended,
coloniality did not: coloniality is not over, it is all over, [and] understanding the overarching project of
modernity and the enactment of colonialilty is the first necessary step to the decoloniality of
knowledge production and of higher education’ (Mignolo et al, 2018).

The invited participants are asked to submit a short two-page position statement in dialogue with
the initial Proposal (attached). These statements will be pre-circulated. We plan to have two
sessions: a morning session from 9:00-12:00, followed by lunch, and an afternoon session from
14:00-17:00. Each of the four STIAS fellows will present their short 15 minute position statements
and this will be followed by 10 minute presentations from invited respondents. The discussion will
then be opened to the rest of the participants. We look forward to your participation in what
promises to be an important and productive discussion on the relevance of decoloniality debates for
the South/Southern African contexts.
Add text here
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